
 

Attachment 1  

 

Report Overview 
This report covers communications and marketing activities between January 1, 2021 – March 

31, 2021.  

 

Q1 Successes 
 

1. Communications published the 2020 annual report and Conservation Matters video that 
showcases our value and role in the region to our stakeholders. 

2. Improved events calendar on the TRCA website to include all TRCA led events.  

 

Q1 Social Activity 
 
The social media activity in Q1 reflected the attention the Duffins Creek issue received in the 
media by Specifically in March 2021,  
 
Key Metrics: 
- Audiences grew across TRCA social channels by 31% 
- Total Impressions of social content peaked at close to two million 
- Social media accounts saw an increase of 24% in engagement as hundreds of messages 

were received about the Province’s MZO of Duffins Creek wetlands 
- TRCA Trended on Twitter during the Duffins Creek Hearing 

 
Best Performing Social Media Posts: 

Facebook 

 
 



 

Twitter       Linkedin 

 

 
 

Q1 Media Coverage:  
 
In Q1, the majority of the traditional media stories focused on the Province’s MZO of Duffins 
Creek wetlands. The Provincial government’s Ontario Regulation 159/21, requiring TRCA to 
provide permission for a future development on the ecologically sensitive wetland and property 
was discussed in detail in major news outlets, including Toronto Star, Globe and Mail, CBC and 
others. 
 
Other main media topics included: 
- Filming at Tommy Thompson  
- News regarding safety of waterways 
- Hwy 413 
 
 
 



 

DUFFINS CREEK WETLAND IN PICKERING – MZO 
 

     January 28, 2021 

 
Full Article: Green leader, Clark spar on Minister’s Zoning Orders at ROMA conference - 

constructconnect.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/projects/2021/01/green-leader-clark-spar-on-ministers-zoning-orders-at-roma-conference
https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/projects/2021/01/green-leader-clark-spar-on-ministers-zoning-orders-at-roma-conference


 

         February 4, 2021 

 

Full article: ‘Poster child for destruction’: The fight to save the Duffins Creek wetland from developers | 

TVO.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tvo.org/article/poster-child-for-destruction-the-fight-to-save-the-duffins-creek-wetland-from-developers
https://www.tvo.org/article/poster-child-for-destruction-the-fight-to-save-the-duffins-creek-wetland-from-developers


 

 

 

 

 

       March 4, 2021 

Full article: Ford government expanding MZO powers to dodge lawsuit and pave over wetland: internal 

document | National Observer 

 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/04/news/ford-government-changes-law-lawsuit-controversial-land-zoning-casino
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/04/news/ford-government-changes-law-lawsuit-controversial-land-zoning-casino


 

 

       March 5, 2021 

 

Full Article: TRCA has until March 12 to issue permit to build on Pickering wetlands (durhamregion.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10344934-trca-has-until-march-12-to-issue-permit-to-build-on-pickering-wetlands/


 

 

     March 5, 2021 

 

Full article: ‘Under duress,’ Toronto’s conservation authority fights back against push to level 

environmentally sensitive Pickering wetlands | The Star 

 

   

 
 

 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/03/05/under-duress-torontos-conservation-authority-fights-back-against-push-to-level-environmentally-sensitive-pickering-wetlands.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/03/05/under-duress-torontos-conservation-authority-fights-back-against-push-to-level-environmentally-sensitive-pickering-wetlands.html


 

 

       March 7, 2021 

 

Full Article: MPPs, conservation authority calling against development of Duffin’s Creek wetlands | 

Durham Radio News 

 

 

 

 

https://www.durhamradionews.com/archives/134507
https://www.durhamradionews.com/archives/134507


 

     

        March 8, 2021 

Full Article: Environmental groups apply for court order to prevent construction on Pickering wetlands | 

CBC News 

 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/duffins-creek-court-motion-1.5941067
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/duffins-creek-court-motion-1.5941067


 

       March 8, 2021 

 

Full Article: Durham Live developer donated to PCs days before bill cleared the way for project on 

protected wetland | National Observer 

 

 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/08/news/durham-live-developer-donated-pcs-days-bill-cleared-way-project-protected-wetland
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/08/news/durham-live-developer-donated-pcs-days-bill-cleared-way-project-protected-wetland


 

  

     March 9, 2021 

 

Full article: Doug Ford says he’s ‘proud’ of controversial MZOs to fast-track development | The Star 

 

 

https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/2021/03/09/doug-ford-says-hes-proud-of-controversial-mzos-to-fast-track-development.html


 

        March 10, 2021 

 

Full Article: What's really behind the Ford government's push to pave protected wetland in Pickering | 

CBC News 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/doug-ford-duffins-creek-wetland-pickering-ajax-warehouse-amazon-1.5942938
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/doug-ford-duffins-creek-wetland-pickering-ajax-warehouse-amazon-1.5942938


 

       March 10, 2021 

 

Full Article: Ford defends use of land development tool (durhamregion.com) 

 

 
 
 

https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10348460-ford-defends-use-of-land-development-tool/


 

         March 10, 2021 

 

Full Article: Ontario premier defends use of development tool as concern mounts over fast-tracked 

projects (iheartradio.ca) 

 

 

 
 

https://www.iheartradio.ca/newstalk-1010/news/ontario-premier-defends-use-of-development-tool-as-concern-mounts-over-fast-tracked-projects-1.14745876
https://www.iheartradio.ca/newstalk-1010/news/ontario-premier-defends-use-of-development-tool-as-concern-mounts-over-fast-tracked-projects-1.14745876


 

        March 11, 2021 
 
Full Article: Ford government steamrolling opposition to Pickering wetland development, protesters say 
| CBC News 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/wetland-development-protestors-government-steamrolling-1.5946396
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/wetland-development-protestors-government-steamrolling-1.5946396


 

         March 12, 2021 
 
Full Article: Ford government's order to allow destruction of wetland poised to kick in Friday | CBC News 
 

 

 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/pickering-wetland-triple-group-amazon-1.5945991


 

         March 12, 2021 

Full article: Ontario cabinet minister faces storm over use of planning powers - The Globe and Mail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ontario-cabinet-minister-faces-storm-over-use-of-planning-powers/


 

        March 12, 2021 
 
Full Article: 'We lost this once in a lifetime opportunity:' Amazon no longer interested in building 
warehouse in Pickering (durhamregion.com) 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10350615--we-lost-this-once-in-a-lifetime-opportunity-amazon-no-longer-interested-in-building-warehouse-in-pickering/
https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10350615--we-lost-this-once-in-a-lifetime-opportunity-amazon-no-longer-interested-in-building-warehouse-in-pickering/


 

       March 13, 2021 
 
Full Article: Pickering mayor calls for pause on wetland development after Amazon deal falls through | 
Durham Radio News 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.durhamradionews.com/archives/134903
https://www.durhamradionews.com/archives/134903


 

        March 14, 2021 
Full article: Amazon decides not to build controversial warehouse on protected Pickering wetlands 
(blogto.com) 
 

 
 

https://www.blogto.com/city/2021/03/amazon-controversial-warehouse-protected-gta-wetlands/?fbclid=IwAR0TXfqaJ3bieOYbpbY-aYfxjoFS5ZyH1oLUf4QLSeoLCs4adzRXLwwKLLM
https://www.blogto.com/city/2021/03/amazon-controversial-warehouse-protected-gta-wetlands/?fbclid=IwAR0TXfqaJ3bieOYbpbY-aYfxjoFS5ZyH1oLUf4QLSeoLCs4adzRXLwwKLLM


 

        March 14, 2021 
 
Full Article: Property developer vows to protect Pickering wetland after Amazon cancels warehouse 
plans | CBC News 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/land-owner-vows-to-protect-pickering-wetland-1.5949589
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/land-owner-vows-to-protect-pickering-wetland-1.5949589


 

      March 15, 2021 
 
Full Article: Significant wetland in Pickering saved from impending development (durhamregion.com) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10351774-significant-wetland-in-pickering-saved-from-impending-development/


 

         March 23, 2021 
 
Full Article: The rise and fall of the Duffins Creek MZO | TVO.org 
 

 
 
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.tvo.org/article/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-duffins-creek-mzo


 

PARTNERSHIPS  
 

 

      January 17, 2021 

 

Full article: Richmond Hill plants nearly 10,000 trees in joint effort with community in 2020 

(yorkregion.com) 

 

 

https://www.yorkregion.com/community-story/10307706-richmond-hill-plants-nearly-10-000-trees-in-joint-effort-with-community-in-2020/
https://www.yorkregion.com/community-story/10307706-richmond-hill-plants-nearly-10-000-trees-in-joint-effort-with-community-in-2020/


 

 

       March 22, 2021 
 
Full article: Metrolinx renews agreement with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority | Mass 
Transit (masstransitmag.com) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.masstransitmag.com/management/press-release/21215341/metrolinx-metrolinx-renews-agreement-with-toronto-and-region-conservation-authority
https://www.masstransitmag.com/management/press-release/21215341/metrolinx-metrolinx-renews-agreement-with-toronto-and-region-conservation-authority


 

 

       March 8, 2021 

Full Article: Residents glad Metrolinx to work with community on plans that will affect Small's Creek 

Ravine | CBC News 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/smalls-creek-ravine-local-residents-east-end-metrolinx-go-transit-expansion-project-1.5940480
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/smalls-creek-ravine-local-residents-east-end-metrolinx-go-transit-expansion-project-1.5940480


 

 

      March 9, 2021 

Full article: 

Renderings revealed for West 8 and DTAH’s spiffy Toronto waterfront revitalization (archpaper.com) 

 

 

 

https://www.archpaper.com/2021/03/renderings-revealed-for-west-8-and-dtahs-spiffy-toronto-waterfront-revitalization/


 

SAFETY MESSAGING 
 
 

       January 18, 2021 

 

Full article: TRCA reminds visitors this winter: stay off the ice | The GATE 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thegate.ca/spotlight/travel-destinations/047362/trca-stay-off-the-ice/


 

      March 10, 2021 
 
Full Article: Toronto and Region Conservation Authority warns of high water levels in rivers and streams 
| Toronto.com 
 

 
 
 

https://www.toronto.com/news-story/10348786-toronto-and-region-conservation-authority-warns-of-high-water-levels-in-rivers-and-streams/
https://www.toronto.com/news-story/10348786-toronto-and-region-conservation-authority-warns-of-high-water-levels-in-rivers-and-streams/


 

FILMING AT TOMMY THOMPSON PARK 
 

        February 1, 2021 

Full article: Commercial filming at Tommy Thompson Park among items to be discussed at online 

meeting – Beach Metro Community News 

 

 

 

https://www.beachmetro.com/2021/02/01/commercial-filming-at-tommy-thompson-park-among-items-to-be-discussed-at-online-meeting/
https://www.beachmetro.com/2021/02/01/commercial-filming-at-tommy-thompson-park-among-items-to-be-discussed-at-online-meeting/


 

        March, 2021 

Full article: Jason Momoa series See creates dystopian village set on Leslie Spit in Toronto (blogto.com) 

 

https://www.blogto.com/film/2021/02/jason-momoa-series-see-village-set-leslie-spit-toronto/


 

         March 6, 2021 

Full Article: Filming at Leslie Street Spit angers local advocates who worry future shoots could harm 

wildlife | CBC News 

 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/filming-at-leslie-street-spit-angers-local-advocates-who-worry-future-shoots-could-harm-wildlife-1.5938217
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/filming-at-leslie-street-spit-angers-local-advocates-who-worry-future-shoots-could-harm-wildlife-1.5938217


 

COMMUNITY NEWS; SKATING AT PONDS 
 

     February 10, 2021 

Full Article: The Ice Angel and the Palgrave pond rinks (caledonenterprise.com) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.caledonenterprise.com/opinion-story/10325266-the-ice-angel-and-the-palgrave-pond-rinks/


 

      February 11, 2021 

Full Article: Petition to save skating at Palgrave Pond receives positive response (yahoo.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ca.news.yahoo.com/petition-save-skating-palgrave-pond-190428780.html


 

SNAP (SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION PLAN) FEATURED IN 

NRU 
 

        February 24, 2021 

 

 



 

HWY 413 
 

        March 12, 2021 
Full article: Ford government’s Hwy. 413 dreams fade as another municipality pulls support | National 
Observer 
 

 
 

 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/12/news/ford-governments-highway-413-dreams-fade-another-municipality-pulls-support
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/03/12/news/ford-governments-highway-413-dreams-fade-another-municipality-pulls-support


 

Key Learnings and Next Steps  
 

1. MZOs will continue to get traditional media coverage and continue to elicit social media activity. 

TRCA Communications will actively monitor these issues and prepare messaging proactively to 

be ready for quick response.  

2. Our video content performs very well. TRCA Communications will explore ways to include more 

video in our social channels. 

3. Our partnership network is an asset who can amplify our message. TRCA Communications will 

aim to improve coordination and partnership with our partners’ marketing departments.  

 
 


