
 

Attachment 1:  Notable TRCA Media Coverage: January - March 2019 

During the first quarter of 2019 TRCA media coverage focused on the following: (select 
examples of media coverage follow) 
 
 
Flood risk management  
 
Climate change and severe weather are increasingly popular news topics. Media responded to 
TRCA watershed statements with interest in learning about the potential for flooding. A common 
point of media inquiry was whether climate change is the cause for flooding, and what TRCA is 
doing to address flooding concerns within its jurisdiction. Media coverage included: 

 CTV News Toronto – On February 5, 2019 a TRCA staff member was interviewed live 
on the air and gave an update on a flood message that had been issued. The interview 
also addressed why the DVP is more susceptible to flooding.  
 

 Caledon Citizen – A TRCA staff member was interviewed regarding TRCA’s response 
to the Bolton flood. The piece ran on March 20, 2019.  
 

 CP24 – On February 5, 2019, a TRCA staff member was interviewed regarding a flood 
message that had been issued and gave an update on the situation 
 

 CityNews Toronto – On February 11, 2019 a TRCA staff member was interviewed 
regarding ice jams in the jurisdiction and safety information the public should know. 

 

The environmental impacts of road salt 
 
This winter, interest in the ecological impacts of road salt was higher than in recent years. 
Several media outlets reached out to TRCA for comment about the ecological impacts and 
possible solutions for minimizing road salt damage. Media coverage included: 

• CBC What On Earth – TRCA staff members were interviewed for a piece on the 
environmental impacts of road salts. The piece ran on January 18, 2019.  

• CityTV News – TRCA staff members were interviewed about the environmental impacts 
of road salts and how TRCA is addressing these issues. This interview ran on February 
14, 2019.  

• CBC Here and Now – A TRCA staff member was interviewed live on air about the 
impacts of road salts and over salting on February 20, 2019 

 

 

 

 



Sugarbush Maple Syrup Festival 

The Sugarbush Maple Syrup Festival is a family-oriented event that provides media with their 
first opportunity to report on an outdoor, early springtime story. The goal of TRCA media 
relations efforts for the festival is to promote the event and maximize public attendance. Media 
coverage included: 

 Breakfast Television – They broadcasted five live hits from Kortright Centre throughout 
their March 4, 2019 show. The live segments promoted the festival and highlighted 
festival activities. 
 

 CP24 Breakfast – The outlet broadcasted four live hits from Kortright Centre throughout 
the March 8, 2019 show promoting the festival and highlighting festival activities. 
 

 Global Morning – Global recorded a segment on the festival at Kortright Centre which 
aired on their March 5, 2019 show.  
 

 CBC News – CBC recorded a segment at Kortright Centre highlighting the festival and 
the weather conditions required to produce maple syrup. The segment aired on March 
19, 2019. 
 

 TVO Kids – TV Ontario recorded four segments from Kortright Centre highlighting the 
festival and showcasing how maple syrup is produced. The segments aired on March 
25, 2019. 
 

 The Weather Network – They recorded several segments for use on their 
website and on TV, highlighting the festival and the weather conditions required 
for maple syrup to flow.  

 

Additional notable media coverage 

Media expressed interest in a number of other TRCA projects and activities during this quarter, 
with TRCA staff completing interviews on a wide range of initiatives. Additional media coverage 
TRCA received includes: 

 NRU Publishing – TRCA staff completed interviews on budgeting, Toronto’s biodiversity 
strategy and Humber Bay Park, which ran on February 8, March 8 and March 22. 
 

 CTV News – They broadcasted five live hits from Albion Hills Conservation Area on 
March 1. Weather reporter Anwar Knight visited the conservation area for live segments 
of him snowshoeing, cross country skiing and interviewing a TRCA staff member.  
 

 Toronto.com – A TRCA staff member was interviewed regarding the land transfer and 
visitor’s centre at Rouge National Urban Park. The piece ran on March 13, 2019. 
 

 Toronto Star – Published a story on February 11 about the election of Jennifer Innis as 
the new Chair of TRCA’s Board of Directors.  
 



Media Activity in Response to the Bolton Flood Event  

On March 15 and 16, 2019, a flood occurred on the Humber River between Humber Lea Road 
and King Street in Bolton.  During the week prior to the flood event, TRCA Flood Risk 
Management staff conducted the following media interviews regarding general spring water 
safety, and how warming weather and higher water flows create the potential for ice jams:  

 March 11, 2019 – Interview with CP24   

 March 13, 2019 – Interview with 680 News  

 March 14, 2019 – Interviews with CTV News Toronto and CBC Radio Toronto  
 
When the flood occurred on the evening of March 15, 2019, TRCA communications staff 
coordinated with communications staff at the Town of Caledon and determined that the Town of 
Caledon would take the lead responding to media inquiries. All media requests were triaged and 
scheduled through Caledon’s communications staff with regular press conferences held 
by Mayor Allan Thompson as the primary spokesperson for communicating updates. At the 
press conference held on March 16th, 2019 at 1 pm and throughout the day, TRCA CEO 
John MacKenzie and Flood Risk Management spokesperson Rebecca Elliott were on 
hand to provide support if required.  

Following the flood event, TRCA Flood Risk Management staff gave an interview to the 
Caledon Enterprise outlining TRCA’s specific role during the flood, the flood monitoring that 
TRCA does and how flooding from ice jams can be prevented.   

 

Other notable developments communicated via TRCA channels:  
 

 Annual General Meeting and election of Chair https://trca.ca/news/jennifer-innis-elected-
board-chair/ 

 Hon. Michael A. Tibollo, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport visits the Sugarbush 
Maple Syrup Festival  https://trca.ca/news/minister-tibollo-sugarbush-maple-syrup-
festival-kortright/  

 Hon. Michael A. Tibollo, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport updates Government of 
Ontario’s Made-In-Ontario Environment Plan at Kortright 
Centre  https://trca.ca/news/minister-tibollo-tours-kortright-centre/ 

 Release of TRCA’s Five-Year Update to its Strategic Plan   
https://trca.ca/about/governance-reports/strategic-plan/ 

 Posting of TRCA’s new Mission, Vision and Core Values https://trca.ca/about/ 

 Updated customer service standards (internal communication to staff) 

 TRCA organizational changes https://trca.ca/news/organizational-structure-changes/  
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Select TRCA Media Coverage:  January – March 2019 

 

CTV News Toronto, February 5, 2019 

Full video and article: https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/freezing-rain-in-the-forecast-for-toronto-after-a-stint-
of-unusually-warm-weather-1.4282966 
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Caledon Enterprise, March 20, 2019 

Full article: https://www.caledonenterprise.com/news-story/9227586-ice-jams-like-those-that-

caused-bolton-flooding-extremely-difficult-to-predict-trca/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CBC What On Earth, January 18, 2019 

Full article: https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-road-salt-

environment-1.4982353 

 

 

 

 

 



Breakfast Television, March 4, 2019 

Full video: https://www.bttoronto.ca/videos/frank-live-at-sugarbush-maple-syrup-festival-1-of-2/ 
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Toronto.com, March 13, 2019 

Full article: https://www.toronto.com/news-story/9217327-rouge-park-welcome-centre-will-be-in-

park-not-toronto-zoo-parking-lot/ 
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NRU Publishing, February 8, 2019 

Reproduced with permission of the publisher of NRU Publishing Inc. Original article first appeared in 

Novae Res Urbis – Toronto Edition, Vol. 23, No. 6, Friday, February 8, 2019. 

  



 

 


