
the need
clean, healthy city regions

help build The 
Living City Campus 
at Kortright for 
future generations 

There is no longer any question 
about whether or not we need to 
move towards a different way of 
living on this planet. The question 
is who will get us there?  

The Campus offers a broad range 
of attractive ways for you to help 
cultivate real solutions that address 
a great opportunity of our time—
ensuring the long-term health 
of our city regions.

Make an investment. 

Help build the infrastructure 
for learning, research, community  
engagement and long-term 
financial sustainability.

Involve your organization. 

Position your organization at the 
forefront of building a better future. 
Whether through naming rights, 
joint marketing, co-development 
of sustainability programs 
and infrastructure.   

Help develop leaders.

Engage the expertise and the 
passion of your employees and 
your top leaders to help build 
exceptional leadership, mentoring 
and education programs.

Suggest your own partnership plan.

You may see your own particular 
opportunity for getting involved in 
making The Living City Campus at 
Kortright the global meeting place 
for urban sustainability solutions.

The Living City Campus
The Living City Campus at 
Kortright is centred in the 
City of Vaughan, in the 
Greater Toronto Area.

The network of the Campus will
extend across the Toronto city 
region, Ontario, Canada, and the 
world, through partners like 
the World Green Building Council.

The impact of the research, solutions, 
learning and discovery spawned by 
the Campus will be felt in every urban 
region on the planet.

The Living City: it’s our habitat

the solution 
connecting people 
and ideas for 
positive change

The Living City Campus at Kortright 
holds the promise of a better future 
for cities in Canada and around the 
world; and it holds the opportunity 
for the Toronto region, Ontario and 
Canada to play a leading role in 
fulfilling that promise.

The Living City Campus at Kortright 
adapts the conventional concept of 
a college or university campus to 
address the needs and opportunities 
particular to our time.  

Like a traditional campus, it will 
be centered around a collection 
of facilities dedicated to inspiring 
people and furthering knowledge. 
People will gather at the Campus to 
participate in courses, workshops, 
exhibits, community gatherings, and 
all varieties of learning experiences 
to help people live more sustainably. 

The Living City Campus at Kortright 
is, however, more than a physical 
place. It is a network that builds and 
supports communities of interest 
around urban sustainability. 

Organizations, businesses and 
facilities located outside the core 
campus that meet sustainability 
guidelines will be encouraged to 
receive The Living City accreditation 
and link into the Campus network 
to learn, share and help develop 
the highest standard of sustainable 
living practices.

It will be a place for 
cross-disciplinary 
research about the 
relationship between 
healthy ecosystems 
and healthy lifestyles, 
where the diversity 
of perspectives and 
disciplines of study 
will be welcomed 
and integrated.  

The landscapes of 
Kortright immerse 
visitors in nature 
and provide the 
ideal setting for 
experiencing, and 
learning about, 
sustainable living.

sustainability solutions. Programs 
will encourage student mentorship 
and public engagement.

Earth Rangers. An existing partner 
in The Living City Campus at Kortright, 
and operating since 1999 as an 
environmental charity, Earth Rangers 
is driven to inspire children with a 
lasting passion to build a better future. 
With the belief that children are the 
key to a sustainable future, Earth 
Rangers reaches more than 85,000
youth annually across the Greater 
Toronto Area about living responsibly.

Sustainable Living Zone
This zone will be the hub for programs 
that inspire people to live more 
sustainably.

The Kortright Centre (current 
Visitors’ Centre). The retrofitted 
structure will house learning 
and gathering facilities to promote 
sustainable living and building
practices. In support of its antici-
pated LEED Platinum certification, 
the Kortright Centre will have a green 
roof to absorb 250,000 litres of storm- 
water per year. The Greenworks facility 
will be upgraded and will continue 
to process the centre’s waste- 
water through biological means.

The Energy Trail. An outdoor learning 
experience, the trail will showcase 
renewable energy technologies, and 
generate about one half of the energy 
required for the entire Campus. Clean 
energy will be produced by wind 
turbines, photovoltaic cells and hydro 
electric generation. Solar thermal 
heating units will convey the impor-
tance of conservation, while biomass 
drawn from the nearby agricultural 
area will help illustrate how alternative 
fuels generate heat and power. 

The Learning Centre. Built for 
environmental workshops, ceremonial 
gatherings and events, it will be 
developed to connect with the natural 
heritage of the site and honour the rich 
history of the Humber River watershed 
on which The Living City Campus 
at Kortright lies. The design and 
construction of the Learning Centre 
will also target LEED certification.

Archetype Sustainable houses. Two 
semi-detached houses will let visitors 
experience green building technolo-
gies available today and in the near 
future. Across from the Archetype 
Sustainable houses, the Sustainable 
Demonstration Area and Main Green 
will showcase temporary exhibits 
about sustainable transportation 
and other technologies. 

Recreation facilities. A children’s 
Watershed Activity Area will use 
new water recycling and re-use 
techniques to provide a watershed-
themed splash pad, powered by solar 
energy. The Forest Canopy Walk next 
to the Kortright Centre will let visitors 
experience the natural landscapes 
and learn about forests on the 
property. A natural amphitheatre 
will be integrated to host many 
community and social events.

Farming for the Future
The Farming for the Future section 
will focus on urban farming and 
organic farming practices. 

Farm Demonstration Area. Visitors 
can learn about livestock, farming 
best practices and connect with 
the sources of their food. 

Food Production Area. Crops will be 
grown to be used for food preparation 
at Campus facilities. Development of 
a farmers’ market will be encouraged 
so that visitors can purchase local 
food products.

Biomass and Biofuels Demonstration 
site. Farming waste and farming 
products will be used to produce 
energy. This biomass will be used
to create biofuels for activities 
on the Energy Trail.

Most people on this planet 
will soon live in cities. As 
city regions become the 
engines of economic growth, 
their sustainability is under 
pressure. Now, we face the 
task of resolving critical urban 
problems from water supply, 
to waste management, and 
green space preservation. 
But there is good news. 
The urbanization boom is 
accompanied by a world-
wide boom in sustainability 
solutions, technologies and 
ideas. The promise of a better 
future lies in harnessing, 
developing and implementing 
these solutions.

programs: explore, 
discover & share
The Living City Campus at Kortright 
offers three main program areas 
that reflect the scope of urban 
sustainability issues and challenges 
addressed through the Campus:

Life and Learning Gateway
Programs in this zone will focus 
on sustainable technology, 
research and biodiversity. 

The Biodiversity Trail. An outdoor 
destination for learning about the 
complexity of the natural environment 
through attractions such as the bat 
cave and the bee hives. The learning 
experience will be enriched by the 
nearby insect and amphibian areas, 
the Peregrine Centre and the butterfly 
and hummingbird gardens.
tainable Technologies Research
Collaborative. A place of discovery 
where academics can partner with 
governments and industry to explore 

For more about 
The Living City Campus 

at Kortright, 
visit www.thelivingcitycampus.ca

telephone: 416.661.6600
fax: 416.661.6898

email: livingcity@trca.on.ca
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Restoration Services Centre (LEED platinum, 2007)

at Kortright
Formed in the after-
math of Hurricane 
Hazel, Toronto and 
Region Conservation 
(TRCA) has a strong 
history in adaptive 
watershed manage-
ment and leadership 
applying sustainability 
practices. Today, with 
years of practical expe-
rience in conservation 
and education, TRCA 
is ideally positioned 
to help establish the 
Greater Toronto Area 
as a world leader in 
urban sustainability.

This brochure is printed on a synthetic paper 
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No trees are used in the manufacturing process. 
This 100% recyclable material can be broken 
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Attachment 1: The Living City Campus




