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"It's one thing to say, ‘Hey, we're on the territory of the Mississaugas or 
the Anishinaabek and the Haudenosaunee.’ It's another thing to say, 
‘We're on the territory of … and here's what that compels me to do.”

— Hayden King

Acknowledging Traditional Land

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/redrawing-the-lines-1.4973363/i-regret-it-hayden-king-on-writing-ryerson-university-s-territorial-acknowledgement-1.4973371


“Research has shown that environmental education not only increases students’ 
environmental literacy but also contributes to higher academic achievement for 
all students.” - Acting Today, Shaping Tomorrow p.5

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/enviroed/shapingschools.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/enviroed/ShapeTomorrow.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/environmental_ed_kto8_eng.pdf
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Natural Curiosity

“My theory is…”

Launched in May 2011, we are a project of the Laboratory School 
at the Dr. Eric Jackman Institute of Child Study, OISE, which is a 

site of research and application of learning through inquiry.

We seek to develop not only skilled and knowledgeable students, 
but also, environmentally and socially-conscious world citizens 

with a love of learning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFgLQOwLClk
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First Edition

“My theory is…”

First Edition
May 2011

A Pedagogical 
Framework

Inquiry-based Learning
Experiential Learning
Integrated Learning

Stewardship

11 Educator Stories

Environmental Inquiry is a framework for learning that is shaped by 
students’ questions and theories as they explore their environment. It 

builds upon children’s sense of wonder and creates a culture of 
community learning that is purposeful, responsive, and deeply engaging. 

This resource found common ground with values 
inherent to Indigenous cultures in some important 
respects. 

As one Anishinaabe Elder - a retired elementary 
teacher - said on reading the first edition,

“I cried when I read it.  I said to myself, they’re finally 
starting to get it!” 
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An Indigenous Lens
In 2014, through conversations with educators from Aroland 

First Nation, Seven Generations Education Institute, and Rainy 
River DSB, we realized how much there still was to learn about 

situating Indigenous perspectives into Canadian curricula.

Chi-Miigwetch to all of our Indigenous partners for motivating us 
to find support for creating the second edition.
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Supporting Calls-to-Actions
63. We  call upon the Council of Ministers of Education, 
Canada to maintain an annual commitment to Aboriginal 
education issues, including:

i. Developing and implementing Kindergarten to Grade Twelve curriculum and 
learning resources on Aboriginal peoples in Canadian history, and the history 
and legacy of residential schools.

ii. Sharing information and best practices on teaching curriculum related to 
residential schools and Aboriginal history.

iii. Building student capacity for intercultural understanding, 
empathy, and mutual respect.

iv. Identifying teacher-training needs relating to the above. 

“Reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Canadians, from an Aboriginal 
perspective, also requires 
reconciliation with the natural 
world … reconciliation will never 
occur unless we are also 
reconciled with the Earth.”

― TRC Final Report Executive Summary, p. 18  
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Supporting Research
How do we collectively move toward reconciliation?

Moving forward, it isn’t Indigenous peoples’ sole responsibility 
to teach everybody about what’s happening and to try to get 
people’s attitudes to change. It’s everybody’s responsibility. We 
have to stop othering each other and start learning from one 
another. We all need to learn more about Indigenous knowledge, 
values and principles and how they can be replicated in 
dialogues and decision-making, whether it’s at a regional, 
national or international levels. Looking ahead, we need to 
reimagine and start to build our collective future with respect 
and reverence for the Indigenous world, rather than merely 
replicating the values of a dominant Western society all over 
again.

– Sheila Watt-Cloutier, Inuit Activist and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, 2007, quoted from the Globe and Mail

https://news.umanitoba.ca/people-who-feel-more-connected-to-the-natural-world-are-more-likely-to-support-reconciliation/
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Second Edition
Authors

Doug Anderson
Métis (Bungee)

Creative & Strategic 
Director at Invert Media

Dr. Julie Comay
Former Lab School 

Teacher 

Lorraine Chiarotto
Author of First Ed.

Classroom Teacher

Advisory Board
Katherine Hensel

Jennifer Wemigwans
Angela Nardozi

Bev Caswell
Carol Stephenson

Deborah McGregor
Jean Paul Restoule

Sandra Styles
Debra Cormier

Jason Jones
Jennifer Leishman
Sharla MacKinnon
Angela Mainville

Shelly Jones
Glen Aikenhead

Donna Chief
Christine Luza
Vern Douglas

https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/book
https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/book
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Moving Towards 
Sustainability

Breathing with the World

Inquiry & Engagement
Lighting the Fire

Experiential Learning
Sending Out Roots

Integrated Learning
The Flow of Knowledge

Part 1: Pedagogical Framework

1st Edition (2011)
 

- Inquiry-based 
Learning

- Experiential Learning
- Integrated Learning

- Stewardship
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Moving Towards Sustainability
Breathing with the World

Inquiry & Engagement
Lighting the Fire

Experiential Learning
Sending Out Roots

Integrated Learning
The Flow of Knowledge

Pedagogical Framework: Branch I

a recognition that 
everything is related

an emphasis on 
reciprocity

a deeply rooted 
sense of place

a strong sense 
of spirituality
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Part 2: Educator Stories
Toronto

Aroland
First Nation

Kingston

Mine 
Centre

Belfountain

Ottawa

K to 6

https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/blog


https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/frenchbook
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Self Guided Learning Series 
5-part instructional videos that introduce the four branches of Natural 

Curiosity and related Indigenous lense

https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/selfguidedlearning
https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/selfguidedlearning
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Making the Shift Newsletter
Past & 

Upcoming 
Webinars

Free 
Pinboards

New 
Monthly 
Educator 

Highlights!

https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/newsletters
https://ca.pinterest.com/naturlcuriosity/
https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/newsletters
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Indigenous Language Courses

https://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/cree-language-course
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Connect with us!

@NaturlCuriosity

@NaturalCuriosityPage

@NaturalCuriosityEd

www.naturalcuriosity.ca

Haley Higdon
Program Director

haley.higdon@utoronto.ca
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Chi-miigwetch
for having us join you today.


